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We must be happy on earth, for future happiness
is only a deceptive mirage, say the sceptics.

But both should think, like Goethe, that the
object of life is life itself.

V. Adapting a quotation from Plato, the
Middle Ages drove Happiness from the city.
Ranged behind Kant, modern moralists banish
from morality all thoughts of happiness. In the
history of so many systems that have fallen into
ruin, perhaps only the Stoics and the Cynics
have spoken of its divinity humanely, with love
for those whom it shuns and with joy for those
who benefit by its miraculous touch. This has
not prevented their doctrines from being thor-
oughly moral. They knew, first of all, how to
identify Happiness with Truth.

The Stoics, it is true, had the courage to exalt
Happiness. But their Happiness, in its essenle, is
sorrowful. It has a dismal severity. It is always
mourning lost illusions. Their joy in life is only
the serene thought of death. Yet they take
leave of the living like guests rising from an
endless banquet.

Marcus Aurelius vainly teaches that we ought
not to grieve. His soul exhales poison. The
divine balance of the best of men is merely a
myth. We meet with it only in Renan, who